








Now introduce the correct spelling of laugh. Tap on | (as
in let), then under the same column in the Fidel as the a
(as in fan), tap on the au spelling, then tap the f (as in
fan). You have tapped out lauf. Make sure the student
pronounces the word the same as before. Repeat the
process, this time tap the gh in the same column instead
of the f. Repeat the process if your students are having
difficulty reading the word laugh. You could then show
laugh on Word Chart 16.

This exercise can be done for a wide range of new words.
For words that are not on the Word Charts, you will be
able to tap all the spellings in the English language using
the Fidel.



Visual Dictation is a game that can be used for learning
stages experimentation & exploration, and practice &
consolidation. It is played with the Fidel phonic code, and

a pointer in this way:

* On the Fidel, the teacher taps out a sequence of signs,

for example: pat

When the teacher has finished tapping out the
sequence the student says the word: pat

The rhythm and speed of tapping can be varied to make
the game more challenging and more interesting. The
complexity and difficulty can be increased or decreased
by varying the length of the sequences tapped. For

example:

* at » pat » pats

The students’ depth of understanding can be checked by

varying the sequence of signs tapped. For example:

* pats » past » spat » spats » taps
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When a student has read the word successfully, the

teacher may ask them:

To tap the word on the Fidel themselves.

To close their eyes and take a mental photograph of

the whole word. This helps with retention.

To close their eyes and tap the same sequence in their
minds - the teacher could ask them: Can you see the
first sign/color? The second? The third2 And so on.
This helps with retention.

To close their eyes, tap the sequence in their minds
and say the word out loud, then ask what the reverse
is - say the word, then tap it out. After they have
done this with their eyes closed, the teacher could
ask them to do it again on the Fidel. This helps with

achieving high levels of performance and retention.

Say the word with different tones of expression. For

example: with happiness, with anger, with confusion,
with skepticism, etc. This helps with understanding

meaning.
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Visual Dictation continued . . .

The teacher may also ask one student to assume the
role of teacher. In this scenario, one student taps out
the sequence, and another student reads aloud what has

been tapped out.

The teacher could then ask another student, or the whole
class; “What do you think? Is it correct?” If they feel it
is not correct, the teacher could ask them tap the correct

sequence themselves. There are several ways the question

can be asked:

e “Is it correcte”

* “What do you think?”
* “Are you 100% sure2”

* “How would you change it?”
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ﬂ
Fourth Really Good Question:

Askthis question when evaluating materials and approaches

for teaching and learning to read, write and spell:

In what way are these
materials compatible with,
and supportive of, the actual
learning process?
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Appendix

Ask these questions when evaluating materials and
approaches for teaching and learning to read, write and

spell:

First Really Good Question
How do these materials make it possible for the teacher
to trigger the students’ natural capacities that enable

learning?

Second Really Good Question

Do the materials and related teaching techniques focus
on the memorization of multiple spellings, or on the

processes for combining sounds and spellings?

Third Really Good Question

What is the approach for addressing the two types of
ambiguities in written English? And how do the materials

provided support this approach?

Fourth Really Good Question

In what way are these materials compatible with, and

supportive of, the actual learning process?
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